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LEGION VERSUS PHALANX.   197-168 B. 0.

ROME soon stretched her arms abroad and grasped at foreign conquest. In
so doing, legion was again pitted against phalanx. The first conflict was at
Cynocephalse. Here, on ground which was hilly and rough, the legionary
proved easily superior to the phalangite with his long sarissa; and the Roman
consul, though coming close to defeat, by tactical boldness and prompt action,
aided by an able lieutenant, won a handsome victory. * In the war against An-
tiochus, at the battle of Magnesia, the phalanx was sustained on right and left
by other troops. In the course of the battle these were driven away, and the
legionary cohorts, attacking the phalanx in flank and rear, easily cut it to
pieces. The Macedonian phalanx could no longer manoauvre like Philip's and
Alexander's. In a third test at Pydna, the Romans were at first driven in;
but the pursuit of the phalanx opened gaps in its formation. Rallying his
men, JEmilius pushed small groups into these gaps. The legionary with his
gladius, when he got at his man, was easily superior to the unwieldy phalangite.
The Macedonian formation was broken, and the phalanx annihilated. In all
these battles, however, the best phalanx never met the best legion, under equal
leaders and conditions. The value of the legion lay more largely in the char-
acter of the Roman citizen of that era than in its tactical formation. A hun-
dred years later, when the Roman army consisted of material less good, the
quincuncial formation disappeared, and the legion again became a phalanx, as
it had originally been. But, for intelligent rank and file, the legion was indis-
putably better than the phalanx,

EOME was no longer satisfied with, her dominion in Italy.
She had got a taste of foreign conquest, and the appetite
grew with what it fed on. The senate, throughout the Second
Punic War, had displayed rare wisdom, and entire ability to
manage the affairs of Borne on a larger basis; and the aris-
tocracy had, by its services, not only earned a title to recog-
nition, but had imbibed an ambition which threatened to lead
it beyond its purely patriotic impulse?. The Romans showeduated. Alexander maintained his
